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President Joe Biden waves before boarding Air Force One at El Paso International Airport in El 
Paso, Texas, Sunday, Jan. 8, 2023, to travel to Mexico City, Mexico. 
Associated Press 
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By ZEKE MILLER 
AP White House Correspondent 
WASHINGTON (AP) — The top Republican 
on the House Intelligence Committee has 
requested that the U.S. intelligence com- 
munity conduct a “damage assessment” 
of potentially classified documents found 
in the Washington office space of Presi- 
dent Joe Biden’s former institute, 
Rep. Mike Turner sent the request Tuesday 
to Director of National Intelligence Avril 
Haines, saying that Biden’s retention of 
the documents put him in “potential vio- 


lation of laws protecting national security, 
including the Espionage Act and Presiden- 
tial Records Act.” 
Irrespective of a federal review, the rev- 
elation that Biden potentially mishandled 
classified or presidential records could 
prove to be a political headache for the 
president, who called former President 
Donald Trump’s decision to keep hun- 
dreds of such records at his private club in 
Florida “irresponsible. “ 
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GOP requests intel ‘damage assessment’ of Biden documents 


Continued from Front 


Biden 
ignored 
shouted 
questions about the mat- 
ter Tuesday during a bilat- 
eral meeting with Cana- 
dian Prime Minister Justin 
Trudeau in Mexico. 
Turner’s request came a 
day after the White House 
confirmed that the Depart- 
ment of Justice was review- 
ing “a small number of 
documents with classified 
markings.” The documents 
were discovered as Biden’s 
personal attorneys were 
clearing out the offices of 
the Penn Biden Center, 
where the president kept 
an office after he left the 
vice presidency in 2017 until 
shortly before he launched 
his presidential campaign 
in 2019, the White House 
said. 
“Those entrusted with ac- 
cess to classified informa- 
tion have a duty and an 
obligation to protect it,” 
said Turner in a letter to 
Haines. “This issue demands 
a full and thorough review.” 
Sen. 
Mark 
Warner, 
the 
Democratic chairman of 
the 
Senate 
Intelligence 
Committee, called for a 
briefing on the Biden docu- 
ments. 
“Our system of classifica- 
tion exists in order to pro- 
tect our most important na- 
tional security secrets, and 
we expect to be briefed 
on what happened both 
at Mar-a-Lago and at the 
Biden office as part of our 


constitutional oversight ob- 
ligations,” he said. “From 
what we know so far, the 
latter is about finding docu- 
ments with markings, and 
turning them over, which 
is certainly different from 
a months-long effort to re- 
tain material actively being 
sought by the government. 
But again, that’s why we 
need to be briefed.” 
The 
documents 
were 
found on Nov. 2, 2022, in a 
“locked closet” in the of- 
fice, according to special 
counsel to the president 
Richard Sauber. 
Sauber said the attorneys 
immediately alerted the 
White House Counsel’s of- 
fice, which notified the 
National 
Archives 
and 
Records Administration — 
which took custody of the 
documents the next day. 
“Since that discovery, the 
President’s 
personal 
at- 


torneys have cooperated 
with the Archives and the 
Department of Justice in a 
process to ensure that any 
Obama-Biden Administra- 
tion records are appro- 
priately in the possession 
of the Archives,” Sauber 
said.A person who is fa- 
miliar with the matter but 
not authorized to discuss 
it publicly said Attorney 
General Merrick Garland 
asked U.S. Attorney for the 
Northern District of Illinois 
John Lausch to review the 
matter after the Archives 
referred the issue to the de- 
partment. Lausch is one of 
the few U.S. attorneys to be 
held over from Trump’s ad- 
ministration. 
Trump weighed in Monday 
on his social media site, 
asking, “When is the FBI go- 
ing to raid the many homes 
of Joe Biden, perhaps even 
the White House?” 


Republicans have just tak- 
en control of the House of 
Representatives and are 
promising to launch wide- 
spread 
investigations 
of 
Biden’s administration. 
The revelation also may 
complicate the Justice De- 
partment’s 
consideration 
of whether to bring charg- 
es against Trump, who is try- 
ing to win back the White 
House in 2024 and has re- 
peatedly claimed the de- 
partment’s inquiry into of 
his own conduct amount- 
ed to “corruption.” 
The National Archives did 
not immediately respond 
to a request for comment 
Monday. Spokespeople for 
Garland and Lausch de- 
clined to comment. 
Rep. James Comer, the 
new GOP chairman of the 
House Oversight Commit- 
tee, said Monday that the 
revelation raised questions 
about the Justice Depart- 
ment’s handling of the 
Trump probe. 
“Is the White House go- 
ing to be raided tonight? 
Are they going to raid the 
Bidens?” he asked report- 
ers. “This is further concern 
that there’s a two-tier jus- 
tice system within the DOJ 
with how they treat Repub- 
licans versus Democrats, 
certainly how they treat the 
former president versus the 
current president.” 
His Democratic counter- 
part, Rep. Jamie Raskin, 
said Biden’s attorneys “ap- 
pear to have taken imme- 


diate and proper action.” 
“I have confidence that the 
attorney general took the 
appropriate steps to ensure 
the careful review of the 
circumstances surrounding 
the possession and discov- 
ery of these documents 
and make an impartial de- 
cision about any further ac- 
tion that may be needed,” 
he added. 
Rep. Jim Jordan, R-Ohio, 
chair of the powerful House 
Judiciary Committee, said 
Monday that the American 
public deserved to know 
earlier about the classified 
documents. 
“They knew about this a 
week 
before 
the 
elec- 
tion, maybe the American 
people should have known 
that,” Jordan told reporters. 
“They certainly knew about 
the the raid on Mar-a-Lago 
91 days before this elec- 
tion, but nice if on Novem- 
ber 2, the country would 
have known that there 
were classified documents 
at the Biden Center.” 
Jordan is among House Re- 
publicans pushing for the 
creation of a “select sub- 
committee on the Wea- 
ponization of the Federal 
government” within the Ju- 
diciary Committee. 
It wasn’t immediately clear 
why the White House didn’t 
disclose the discovery of 
the documents or the DOJ 
review sooner. CBS was first 
to report Monday on the 
discovery of the potentially 
classified documents.q 


President Joe Biden speaks as he meets with Canadian Prime 
Minister Justin Trudeau at the InterContinental Presidente Mexico 
City hotel in Mexico City,Tuesday, Jan. 10, 2023. 


Associated Press 


CHARLOTTESVILLE, Va. (AP) 
— A Virginia judge dis- 
missed an argument Mon- 
day 
that 
Charlottesville 


violated an open govern- 
ment law with its 2021 vote 
to give a statue of Confed- 
erate Gen. Robert E. Lee to 


an African American heri- 
tage center that plans to 
melt it down and turn it into 
a new piece of public art. 
The Trevilian Station Battle- 
field Foundation and the 
Ratcliffe Foundation are 
seeking an injunction to 
stop the statue’s destruc- 
tion and relaunch the bid- 
ding process. The two or- 
ganizations’ bids for the 
statue failed and the City 
Council voted to give the 
monument to the Jeffer- 
son School African Ameri- 
can Heritage Center, a lo- 
cal Black history museum. 


A one-day bench trial is 
scheduled for Feb. 1. 
An October gag order 
bars parties from disclosing 
the location of the statue, 
which was at the center of 
the deadly 2017 Unite the 
Right rally. However, at- 
torney Richard Milnor clari- 
fied at Monday’s hearing in 
Charlottesville Circuit Court 
that the statue that was 
taken down in July 2021 has 
not been melted down, just 
disassembled, 
The 
Daily 
Progress reported. 
Judge Paul Peatross stood 
by his previous ruling that 


the Virginia Procurement 
Act gives the plaintiffs the 
ability to question the bid- 
ding 
process. 
Peatross 
also rejected the city’s 
argument that Virginia’s 
amended war memorial 
law prohibits private parties 
from 
suing 
governments 
that remove monuments. 
“What’s the purpose of the 
statute if no one can chal- 
lenge the actions?” Peat- 
ross asked Milnor. “Who 
can challenge?” 
“No one,” answered Milnor. 
“That’s my point,” said the 
judge.q 


Judge tosses argument that Lee statue 
vote violated law 


Workers remove the monument of Confederate Gen. Robert E. 
Lee on July 10, 2021, in Charlottesville, Va. 
Associated Press 
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Feds propose 'student loan safety net' alongside forgiveness 


By COLLIN BINKLEY 
AP Education Writer 
WASHINGTON (AP) — The 
White House is moving for- 
ward with a proposal that 
would lower student debt 
payments for millions of 
Americans now and in the 
future, offering a new route 
to repay federal loans un- 
der far more generous 
terms. 
President Joe Biden an- 
nounced the repayment 
plan in August, but it was 
overshadowed 
by 
his 
sweeping plan to slash or 
eliminate student debt for 
40 million Americans. De- 
spite the low profile of the 
payment plan, however, 
some education experts 
see it as a more power- 
ful tool to make college 
affordable, especially for 
those with lower incomes. 
Education Department offi- 
cials on Tuesday called the 
new plan a "student loan 
safety net" that will prevent 
borrowers 
from 
getting 
overloaded with debt. 
"Student debt has become 
a dream killer," Education 
Secretary Miguel Cardona 
said. "This is a promise to 
the American people that, 
at long last, we will fix a 
broken system and make 
student loans affordable." 
Biden, a Democrat, is mov- 
ing forward with the repay- 
ment plan even as his one- 
time 
debt 
cancellation 
faces an uncertain fate 
before the Supreme Court. 
The White House has asked 
the court to uphold the 
plan and reject two legal 
challenges from conserva- 
tive opponents. 
The 
Biden 
administra- 
tion submitted its brief last 
week, with oral arguments 
slated for Feb. 28. 
The Education Department 
formally proposed the new 
repayment plan on Tues- 
day by publishing it in the 
Federal Register, starting 
a public comment period 
that often takes months to 
navigate. 
If it's finalized, the proposal 
would give a major over- 
haul to income-driven re- 
payment plans — one of 
several payment options 
offered by the federal gov- 
ernment. The resulting plan 
would have lower monthly 
payments, an easier path 


to forgiveness and a prom- 
ise that unpaid interest will 
not be added to a borrow- 
er's loan balance. 
The federal government 
now offers four types of 
income-driven plans, but 
the proposal would mostly 
phase out three of them 
while focusing on one sim- 
plified option, scaling back 
the confusing array of op- 
tions borrowers now face. 
Under 
existing 
plans, 
monthly 
payments 
are 
capped at 10% of a bor- 
rower's 
discretionary 
in- 
come, and those earning 
less than $20,400 a year 
aren't required to make 
payments. The new pro- 
posal would cap payments 
for undergraduate loans at 
5% of borrowers' discretion- 
ary pay, cutting their bills in 
half, and require payments 
only for those who earn 
more than about $30,000 a 
year. 
As long as borrowers make 
their monthly payments, 
any unpaid interest would 
not 
be 
charged. 
The 
change is meant to pre- 
vent borrowers from hav- 
ing unpaid interest added 
to their loan balance, a 
practice that can cause 
debt to snowball even as 
borrowers make payments. 
Significantly, the proposal 
would also make it easier 
to get debt erased after 
making several years of 
payments. 
Existing plans promise to 
cancel any remaining debt 
after 20 or 25 years of pay- 
ments. The new plan would 
erase all remaining debt 
after 10 years for those who 
took out $12,000 or less in 
loans. For every $1,000 bor- 
rowed beyond that, a year 
would be added. 
Typical graduates of a four- 
year university would save 
about $2,000 a year com- 
pared with today's plans, 
the Biden administration 
says, while 85% of com- 
munity college borrowers 
would be debt-free within 
10 years. 
Supporters see the pro- 
posal as a significant stride 
toward college affordabil- 
ity. Some say it's so gen- 
erous that it approaches 
free community college 
— a campaign promise 
that Biden has pushed but 


failed to deliver. 
The Institute for College Ac- 
cess and Success, a non- 
profit organization that pro- 
motes college affordability, 
praised the proposal as a 
significant 
improvement 
over existing plans. 
"The changes proposed to- 
day would provide mean- 
ingful financial relief to mil- 
lions of borrowers and help 
shield students from debt 
that has not paid off, in- 
cluding those who start col- 
lege but do not complete 
a degree," said Sameer 
Gadkaree, 
the 
group's 
president. 
Opponents on the right 
blast the revamped plan 
as an unfair handout with a 
steep price tag. The Biden 
administration 
estimates 
the repayment plan would 
cost nearly $138 billion over 


the decade, and some 
critics have put it closer to 
$200 billion. 
Republican Rep. Virginia 
Foxx, chairwoman of the 
House Committee on Edu- 


cation and the Workforce, 
said the proposal turns the 
federal loan program into 
"an untargeted grant with 
complete disregard for the 
taxpayers that fund it."q 


President Joe Biden speaks about student loan debt forgiveness 
in the Roosevelt Room of the White House, on Aug. 24, 2022, in 
Washington. 
Associated Press 
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By TOM KRISHER 
AP Auto Writer 
DETROIT (AP) — The num- 
ber of traffic deaths on U.S. 
roadways fell slightly dur- 
ing the first nine months of 
2022, but pedestrian and 
cyclist deaths continued to 
rise. The National Highway 
Traffic Safety Administra- 
tion estimates that 31,785 
people were killed in crash- 
es from January through 
September last year, down 
0.2% from the same period 
of 2021. 
The agency also estimates 
that 
fatalities 
dropped 
slightly in the third quarter 
of the year, the second 
straight quarterly decline 
after seven quarters of 
year-over-year increases. 
Agency Acting Administra- 
tor Ann Carlson says in a 
prepared statement Mon- 
day that there’s still more 


work to do to address a 
crisis on the nation’s roads. 
She’s urging people to 
drive safely and watch out 
for vulnerable road users 
such as pedestrians, cyclists 
and motorcyclists. 
The 
Governors 
Highway 
Safety Association, a group 


of state traffic safety offi- 
cials, said the reduction in 
deaths is welcome, but it 
follows an unprecedented 
two-year surge in road- 
way deaths and danger- 
ous driving. The number of 
deaths is down by only 65 
from January through Sep- 


tember. “Today’s news is a 
small step forward for safer 
roads,” the group said, 
blaming the spike in the 
2020 and 2021 on unsafe 
driver behavior including 
speeding, impaired and 
distracted driving and lack 
of seat belt use. 
Fatalities began to rise 
two years ago when roads 
were largely empty due 
to stay-at-home orders in 
many states. With less traf- 
fic, speeds increased as 
did reckless and impaired 
driving, leading to a record 
spike in deaths last year, 
authorities have said. Many 
people weren’t wearing 
seat belts, the government 
said. 
NHTSA says its estimates 
typically are close to ac- 
tual numbers. Final figures 
for 2022 won’t be released 
until later. 


NHTSA said that Americans 
continue to drive more 
than during the height of 
the pandemic, with prelimi- 
nary Federal Highway Ad- 
ministration data showing 
a 1.6% increase in vehicle 
miles traveled in the first 
nine months of last year. As 
a result, the estimated fa- 
tality rate for the period fell 
to 1.3 deaths per 100 million 
miles traveled, compared 
with 1.32 a year earlier. 
The number of cyclists killed 
rose 8% through September 
of last year, the agency es- 
timated, while motorcyclist 
deaths rose 5% and pedes- 
trian deaths were up 2%. 
Fatalities on rural interstates 
rose 12% during the first 
nine months of 2022, and 
crashes involving at least 
one large truck were up 
10%, according to NHTSA 
estimates.q 


Drivers work their way out of Dallas during rush hour, July 1, 
2016. 


Associated Press 


Elevated U.S. traffic deaths slipped in 1st 9 months of 2022 


By LINDSAY WHITEHURST 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — The 
Justice Department is pro- 
posing changes to how it 
runs federal prisoners’ de- 
posit accounts in an effort 
to make sure victims are 
paid restitution, including 
from some high-profile in- 
mates with large balances. 
The new rule was published 
in the federal register Tues- 
day. It would automatically 
put 75% of money sent or 
donated to inmates toward 
victim restitution. The pro- 
gram would be voluntary, 
but prisoners would have to 
participate in order to get 
credit under the First Step 
Act for early release from 
prison or into a community 
facility. The move comes as 
the Justice Department has 
faced increased scrutiny 
after revelations that sever- 
al high-profile inmates had 
kept large sums of money 
in their prison accounts but 
had only made minimal 
payments to their victims. 
The accounts are gener- 
ally used for inmates to buy 
things like food, personal 
hygiene products and reli- 
gious items, but they have 
at times been used for sus- 
picious or illegal activity, or 


by inmates to shield them- 
selves from paying debts. 
For example, Larry Nassar, 
the former USA Gymnastics 
national team doctor con- 
victed of sexually assaulting 
athletes, had thousands of 
dollars in his prison account 
even as he owned tens of 
thousands to his victims, 
prosecutors said in court 
documents filed in August 
2021. Nassar had by then 


paid only about $100 per 
year, the minimum require- 
ment, since he first entered 
the federal prison system 
in 2017, the Washington 
Post first reported. A judge 
later ordered him to pay 
more toward his restitution. 
Funds were also seized from 
singer R. Kelly’s prison ac- 
count to go to a restitution 
fund for his victims in a de- 
cades-long scheme to use 


his fame to sexually abuse 
young fans. 
Inmates are allowed to 
keep large sums of money 
in their accounts, as long 
as they’re not dodging or- 
dered debts like child sup- 
port, alimony or restitution. 
The new percentage sys- 
tem would “more equitably 
account for each inmate’s 
specific obligations and re- 
sources while leaving the 


inmate with some funds to 
spend within the institution 
and/or save for re-entry 
purposes,” Bureau of Pris- 
ons Director Colette Pe- 
ters wrote in the proposed 
change. 
Few inmates have such 
high-dollar 
accounts, 
though, and criminal-jus- 
tice reform advocates wor- 
ry that the changes could 
disproportionately 
affect 
those who rely on small 
commissary accounts be- 
hind bars and for rebuilding 
their lives after release. 
“There’s a handful of bad 
actors, but this isn’t going 
to target them, it’s going to 
punish all the other guys,” 
said Kevin Ring, the presi- 
dent of the criminal justice 
advocacy group FAMM. 
The Bureau of Prisons has 
said about .01% of inmates 
carry more than $100,000 in 
their accounts. The Justice 
Department considered a 
system that would divert 
larger percentages from 
higher-value accounts, but 
eventually 
decided 
the 
Bureau of Prisons wasn’t 
equipped to implement it 
in a completely fair way, 
though they may consider 
other ways to divert more 
from larger balances.q 


The seal for the Federal Bureau of Prisons is seen at Federal Bureau of Prisons headquarters in 
Washington, Oct. 24, 2022. 
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Feds outline new plan for inmates to pay victim restitution 
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By RAF CASERT 
Associated Press 
ANTWERP, Belgium (AP) — 
Each tiny plastic package 
was barely the size of a fin- 
gernail and weighed all of 
0.2 grams. Still, the bags of 
white powder police seized 
in a Brussels cellar were yet 
another indication that a 
surge in cocaine and crack 
supply is hitting Europe 
hard. 
And, with it, comes unprec- 
edented drug violence in 
Belgium and the Nether- 
lands, whose ports of Ant- 
werp and Rotterdam have 
proven the main gateway 
for Latin American cocaine 
cartels into the continent. 
In Belgium, the justice minis- 
ter is forced to live in a safe- 
house, out of reach of drug 
gangs. 
In the Netherlands, killings 
hit ever more prominent 
people and there are sus- 
picions that the reason the 
heir to the Dutch throne 
had to quit her student life 
and return home was also 
linked to threats from drug 
lords. 
“We almost have to see it 
as a war,” said Aukje de Vr- 
ies, the Dutch State Secre- 
tary for customs. 
Officials in Belgium’s north- 
ern port of Antwerp on 
Tuesday announced yet 
another annual record in 
cocaine seizures last year: 
110 tons, 23% up com- 
pared to 2021 and more 


than twice the amount 
confiscated five years ago. 
“It astounded us,” said Bel- 
gian Finance Minister Vin- 
cent Van Peteghem. “It 
also means the drugs that 
are entering Europe (unde- 
tected) through our ports 
are also rising. And that, 
of course, has a huge im- 
pact,” he told The Associ- 
ated Press. 
Because 
with 
cocaine 
comes not only addiction, 
decay and death, but also 
violence and gang war- 
fare. 
In the past three years Ant- 
werp has suffered dozens of 


grenade attacks, fires and 
small bombs often linked 
to gangs trying to carve up 
the thriving cocaine trade. 
On Monday evening, the 
city better known for paint- 
er Peter-Paul Rubens and 
a famed fashion school 
saw the fatal shooting of 
a child, likely an unwitting 
victim of the drug war. 
“A girl of barely 11 that ob- 
viously has nothing to do 
with crime gangs is now the 
victim of narco terror that is 
turning ever more ruthless,” 
said Antwerp Prosecutor 
Franky De Keyzer. 
The situation in Belgium has 


become so bad that even 
Justice 
Minister 
Vincent 
Van Quickenborne, is liv- 
ing in hiding after evidence 
emerged 
drugs 
gangs 
might be seeking to kidnap 
him, or worse. 
In the Netherlands too, 
home to the global port 
of Rotterdam, murder and 
intimidation have become 
increasingly common as 
drug lords go to extreme 
lengths to protect their cut 
of the multibillion euro (dol- 
lar) market. 
And 50 tons of cocaine 
were seized there last year 
which, combined with An- 


twerp, made for another 
record year. 
Among high-profile murder 
victims in the Netherlands in 
recent years were a lawyer 
representing a witness in a 
drug gangsters’ trial and 
crime reporter Peter R. de 
Vries, who was a confidant 
to the same witness. 
Unspecified threats to the 
heir to the Dutch throne, 
Princess 
Amalia, 
forced 
her last year to abandon 
student life in Amsterdam 
and return home. Security 
reportedly also has been 
beefed up around Prime 
Minister Mark Rutte. In both 
cases, it’s suspected that 
drugs-related crime is a 
factor. 
And in places like Brussels, 
where the violence might 
be less spectacular, co- 
caine and crack are start- 
ing to have a chilling effect 
in areas like the Marolles, 
a neighborhood so folksy 
quaint it figured in Tintin’s 
cartoon adventures. 
The chief police inspector 
for the neighborhood, Kris 
Verborgh, said South Amer- 
ican cocaine “seems to be 
or seems to have become 
the new normal.” 
Verborgh says the cost of 
the base product in Colom- 
bia amounts to some 500 
euros ($536) a kilogram. 
A kilogram of the finished 
product can turn into some 
70,000 euros on Belgium’s 
streets. q 


BEIRUT (AP) — Lebanon’s 
militant Hezbollah group on 
Tuesday condemned the 
cartoons published recent- 
ly by the French satirical 
magazine Charlie Hebdo 
that mocked Iran’s ruling 
clerics and urged France to 
punish the publication. 
The Iran-backed Hezbollah 
said the offensive carica- 
tures were an “ugly act by 
the magazine” that target- 
ed Iran’s Supreme Leader 
Ayatollah 
Ali 
Khamenei, 
revered as the spiritual 
leader for tens of millions of 
pious Shiites throughout the 
world, including in Leba- 
non. 
There was no immediate 


comment from France. 
Charlie Hebdo has a long 
history of publishing vul- 
gar cartoons mocking Is- 
lamists, which critics say are 
deeply insulting to Muslims. 
Two French-born al-Qaida 
extremists 
attacked 
the 
newspaper’s office in 2015, 
killing 12 cartoonists, and it 
has been the target of oth- 
er attacks over the years. 
Its latest issue features the 
winners of a recent cartoon 
contest in which entrants 
were asked to draw the 
most offensive caricatures 
of Khamenei. The contest 
was billed as a show of 
support for the monthslong 
anti-government 
protests 


rocking Iran. 
One of the finalists depicts 
a turbaned cleric reaching 
for a hangman’s noose as 
he drowns in blood, while 
another shows Khamenei 
clinging to a giant throne 
above the raised fists of 
protesters. Others depict 
more vulgar and sexually 
explicit scenes. 
“We call upon the French 
government to take de- 
cisive measures to punish 
those behind the act for 
attacking dignitaries of a 
whole nation,” Hezbollah 
said in a statement. “The 
French 
government 
... 
should not be a partner in 
this offense.”q 


Chief police inspector of the Brussels Morolles neighbourhood, Kris Verborgh shows a package of 
crack cocaine in Brussels, Monday, Jan. 9, 2023. 


Associated Press 


Despite record cocaine seizures, drug cartels roil Europe 


A Hezbollah supporter holds up a picture of the leader of 
Lebanon’s Iran-backed Hezbollah leader Sayyed Hassan 
Nasrallah, during a ceremony to mark the third anniversary 
of the assassination of Iran’s Quds force General Qassem 
Soleimani, who was killed in a U.S. drone strike in Baghdad, in 
the southern Beirut suburb of Dahiyeh, Lebanon, on Jan. 3, 2023. 


Associated Press 


Lebanese Hezbollah condemns Charlie Hebdo cartoons in France 
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By AVET DEMOURIAN 
Associated Press 
YEREVAN, Armenia (AP) — 
The prime minister of Arme- 
nia said Tuesday that his 
country has refused to host 
military drills planned by a 
Russia-dominated security 
pact, an announcement 
that reflected the Arme- 
nian government’s growing 
tensions with Moscow. 
Nikol Pashinyan has re- 
peatedly criticized Russian 
peacekeepers for failure 
to secure free transit along 
a corridor linking Armenia 
and the separatist region 
of Nagorno-Karabakh that 
Azerbaijani activists have 
blocked since last month. 
Speaking at a news confer- 
ence Tuesday, Pashinyan 
said that Armenia consid- 
ers the military exercise 
the 
Moscow-dominated 
Collective Security Treaty 
Organization planned for 
later this year “inappropri- 
ate in the current situation.” 
“At least this year, these 
drills won’t take place,” he 
said. Pashinyan’s move fol- 
lowed his refusal in the fall 
to sign a conclusive docu- 
ment from a meeting of the 
leaders of CSTO member 
nations in Yerevan, Arme- 
nia’s capital. 
Nagorno-Karabakh 
lies 
within Azerbaijan but has 
been under the control of 
ethnic 
Armenian 
forces 
backed by Yerevan since a 


separatist war there ended 
in 1994. That conflict left not 
only 
Nagorno-Karabakh 
itself but large chunks of 
surrounding lands in Arme- 
nian hands. In 44 days of 
heavy fighting that began 
in September 2020, the 
Azerbaijani military routed 
Armenian forces, forcing 
Yerevan to accept a Rus- 
sia-brokered peace deal 
that saw the return to Azer- 
baijan of a significant part 
of Nagorno-Karabakh. The 
agreement also required 
Armenia 
to 
hand 
over 
swaths of land it held out- 


side the separatist region. 
Lachin province, which lies 
between 
Nagorno-Kara- 
bakh and Armenia, was the 
last of the three areas on 
the rim of Nagorno-Kara- 
bakh that Armenian forces 
surrendered 
in 
Decem- 
ber 2020. Russia deployed 
nearly 2,000 peacekeep- 
ers for at least five years to 
ensure safe transit across 
the region, to monitor the 
peace deal and to help 
refugees return. 
But travel across the Lachin 
corridor has been blocked 
since Dec. 12 by Azerbai- 


jani activists, who demand- 
ed access to what Azer- 
baijan has described as 
unlawful mining sites in Na- 
gorno-Karabakh. Armenian 
authorities have described 
the blockade as part of ef- 
forts by Azerbaijan to ex- 
tend its control over the re- 
gion and urged the Russian 
peacekeepers to unblock 
the road. 
The Azerbaijani move has 
left Russia in a precarious 
position. Armenia hosts a 
Russian military base, and 
Moscow 
has 
been 
the 
country’s top ally and spon- 


sor. But the Kremlin also has 
sought to maintain warm 
ties with oil-rich Azerbaijan. 
Western sanctions over the 
Russian invasion of Ukraine 
have made Russia increas- 
ingly dependent on Azer- 
baijan’s main ally, Turkey. 
With its attention focused 
on the fighting in Ukraine, 
Russia has taken a wait- 
and-see attitude on the 
Lachin corridor blockade, 
angering Armenia. 
He noted that the block- 
ade of the Lachin corridor 
is intended to “break the 
will of the people of Na- 
gorno-Karabakh,” adding 
that Armenia will also seek 
support from the U.S. and 
the European Union to help 
ease the tensions with Azer- 
baijan. After the Russian 
peacekeepers’ 
five-year 
mandate is over, Armenia 
could invite U.N. peace- 
keepers to come in “if Rus- 
sia fails to fulfill its function 
to ensure security for the 
population 
of 
Nagorno- 
Karabakh,” Pashinyan said. 
The Russia-brokered 2020 
peace deal also called for 
the creation of a transpor- 
tation link between Azer- 
baijani and its Nakchivan 
exclave via Armenian ter- 
ritory. Azerbaijani President 
Ilham Aliyev accused Ar- 
menia on Tuesday of re- 
neging on its promise to 
provide such a transit cor- 
ridor. q 


By JON GAMBRELL 
Associated Press 
DUBAI, United Arab Emir- 
ates (AP) — The U.S. Navy 
seized over 2,100 assault 
rifles from a ship in the 
Gulf of Oman it believes 
came from Iran and were 
bound for Yemen’s Irani- 
an-backed Houthi rebels, 
a Navy spokesman said 
Tuesday. It was the latest 
capture of weapons alleg- 
edly heading to the Arab 
world’s poorest country. 
The seizure last Friday hap- 
pened after a team from 
the USS Chinook, a Cy- 
clone-class 
coastal 
pa- 
trol boat, boarded a tra- 
ditional 
wooden 
sailing 
vessel known as a dhow. 


They discovered the Ka- 
lashnikov-style 
rifles 
indi- 
vidually wrapped in green 
tarps aboard the ship, said 


Cmdr. Timothy Hawkins, a 
spokesman for the Navy’s 
Mideast-based 5th Fleet. 
Experts 
examining 
pho- 


tos released by the Navy 
later said the weapons 
appeared to be Chinese- 
made T-56 rifles and Rus- 
sian-made Molot AKS20Us. 
Type 56 rifles have been 
found in previously seized 
weapons 
caches. 
Simi- 
lar green tarping also has 
been used. 
The Chinook, along with 
the patrol boat USS Mon- 
soon and the guided mis- 
sile destroyer USS The Sulli- 
vans, took possession of the 
weapons. They resembled 
other assault rifles previous- 
ly seized by the Navy, sus- 
pected to be from Iran and 
heading to Yemen. 
“When we intercepted the 
vessel, it was on a route 


historically used to traffic il- 
licit cargo to the Houthis in 
Yemen,” Hawkins told The 
Associated Press. “The Ye- 
meni crew corroborated 
the origin.” 
The Yemeni crew, Hawkins 
added, will be repatriated 
back to a government- 
controlled part of Yemen. 
A 
United 
Nations 
arms 
embargo has prohibited 
weapons transfers to the 
Houthis since 2014, when 
Yemen’s civil war erupted. 
Iran has long denied arm- 
ing the Houthis even as 
it has been transferring 
rifles, rocket-propelled gre- 
nades, missiles and other 
weaponry to the Yemeni 
militia using sea routes.q 


Armenian Prime Minister Nikol Pashinyan speaks during a news conference in Yerevan, Armenia, 
Tuesday, Jan. 10, 2023. 


Associated Press 


Armenia cancels military drills, widening rift with Moscow 


In this photo release by the U.S. Navy, hundreds of AK-47 assault 
rifles sit on the flight deck of the guided-missile destroyer USS 
The Sullivans during an inventory process, Jan. 7, 2023. 


Associated Press 


U.S. Navy says it seized Iran assault rifles bound for Yemen 
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Bibi Arends, ex-president of Aruba Tivoli Club 
“Hope for an old-style Carnival, full of creativity and culture” 


Maximiliano Francisco Ar- 
ends, better known as Bibi 
Arends, was involved in 
Aruba’s Carnival from a 
young age. He was also 
the president of Club Tivoli, 
which was located in Whil- 
helminastraat during the 
50s and 60s. 


In a special interview with 
our reporter, Arends men- 
tioned that the house in 
which he was born was next 
to the Aruba Tivoli Club, a 
club which was established 
in 1921 as Aruba Dance 
Club and later changed its 
name, got a new building 
– and years later was dis- 
mantled. 


From a young age, be- 
fore the World War II, Ar- 
ends would see that there 
was a lot of activity at the 
Aruba Tivoli Club because 
a lot of the members trav- 
elled to Europe and would 
bring back the Venice-style 
of Carnival, “which is very 
luxurious and used a lot 
of masks, which was ideal 
back then because a lot 
of the members belonged 
to the elite in the commu- 
nity as doctors and lawyers, 
and by wearing the mask 
they would not be recog- 
nized and could just enjoy 
with everyone else”, he 
said. 


With the passing of time, 
the club became bigger, 
but the war paralyzed ev- 
erything. And when things 
picked back up, people 
went on the streets mainly 
only with the queens on a 
convertible. After a while, 
more 
clubs 
like 
Caribe 
Club, Watapana Club and 
Club Viceroy joined and 
they began using cars and 


trucks. “This was more like 
a Queen parade in con- 
vertible cars in 1946, and it 
scaled up with music trucks 
with the old Carnival song 
of Calipso, composed by 
Rufo Wever and Padu del 
Caribe – composers of 
Aruba’s national anthem, 
Aruba Dushi Tera – and in- 
terpreted by Edwin Zichem. 
Back then the song was 
played by various bands 
on the trucks.” 


As more people joined the 
parades became bigger. 
Around 1954, the president 
of Tivoli realized that there 
were a lot of carnival cele- 
brations around Aruba, like 
steelband which began in 


San Nicolas, and the Chi- 
nese club which also be- 
gan participating in carni- 
val in San Nicolas. 


Because of this, Arends 
called for all clubs to come 
together and agree to or- 
ganize a general carnival 
with the idea of celebrat- 
ing carnival in Oranjestad 
and San Nicolas. 


“Back then carnival was 
very different, there was a 
lot more coming together 
of the groups, organizations 
and families that worked 
on carnival items like head- 
pieces, would sew all cos- 
tumes and everything was 
almost free because peo- 
ple would come together. 
It was like a cultural-social 
event, where one would 
come with a couple of 
cases of beer, another with 
a cake, and people were 
happy. This doesn’t exist 
anymore,” Arends com- 
mented. 


Tivoli started with various 
things like Fakkeloptocht 
and Miss Carnival back 
then. And in 1980, the or- 
ganization in charge of the 
general carnival, Central 
Commission of Carnival of 
Aruba (CCCA), which later 
became the Foundation 
of Aruba’s Carnival (SAC), 
was asked to organize a 
carnival at night, “because 
Tivoli’s people would see 
the beautiful carnival lights 
at Disney World Orlando 
and wanted to introduce 
it in Aruba”, according to 
Arends. 


In 1981, Tivoli was to cel- 
ebrate its 60th anniversary, 
and they agreed to orga- 
nize the parade at night, 
something that back then 
was dangerous and not 
allowed by police. But it 
went through and became 
such a success that for the 
second time, people were 
so happy with Lighting Pa- 
rade that they forced it to 
include steelband, super 
dancers, brass band and 
groups from abroad. 


Back then, to be part of a 
carnival parade one had 
to pay 100 florins, then it 


went to 75 florins and end- 
ed at 50 florins. The groups 
started getting big with 
people that were not mem- 
bers, and this resulted in a 
massive participation as it 
is now. And this caused the 
closure of Club Tivoli, since 
they didn’t have funds any- 
more, and hotels were of- 
fering other entertainment 
activities. 


“At the change of the cen- 
tury a new situation grew 
in Aruba and the world 
with scientific progress and 
technology. People’s char- 
acter changed and things 
started 
becoming 
more 
commercial, and carnival 
became more about mon- 
ey. Carnival became very 
expensive these years, you 
need to pay at least 12,000 
florins for the band alone 
and it’s getting worse. With 
all respect to today’s car- 
nival, but you go online, 
you find a group, you reg- 
ister on your computer, you 
receive your drinks ticket 
and you go dance”, he ex- 
plained. 


Since the year 2000, ac- 
cording to Arends, the lux- 
ury, beauty and greatness 
of carnival began decreas- 
ing – less luxury, less fantasy 
and creativity. It became 
more commercial. 


He said that he lived and 


enjoyed the carnivals of 
yesteryear, up until 2009. 
“I am afraid that at some 
point carnival will collapse 
and break itself because 
you cannot afford it. Situ- 
ation is improving after the 
pandemic, it’s true, but 
the value of money is de- 
creasing and you cannot 
purchase everything nec- 
essary nowadays for carni- 
val.” 


The good news that Arends 
has been observing the last 
few years is that organiza- 
tions, like hotel personnel or 
private companies, began 
doing carnival the old style. 
“They get together after 
work, they make their car- 
nival stuff and have a par- 
ty before the big parade. 
Even 
the 
neighborhood 
centers 
are 
developing, 
like the one at Noord that 
has the Sunset Parade with 
a beautiful steelband and 
everything handmade, ex- 
pressing 
Aruba’s 
culture 
and tradition. 


He sees this positively. “If 
those are not paid, we rec- 
reate and reactivate our 
carnival in the style of the 
old days, which was very 
creative, very social and 
very cultural”, he said. 


Images 
from 
Facebook 
page: Historia di Aruba 
-Toen en NU.q 
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Bowls Noodle Bar invites you to a Happy Hour with a unique flavor 


Bowls Noodle Bar recently opened at their 
new location at The Village, near the High 
Rise Hotels. To celebrate, they are launching 
their new Happy Hour from 9pm to 11pm ev- 
ery day. 


Before the pandemic, Bowls Noodle Bar 
opened at the Hyatt by the airport, and was 
in the process of opening a second loca- 
tion at The Village when the pandemic hit. 
Due to the consequences of the pandemic, 
they decided to close the restaurant by the 
airport and open their new location at The 
Village. Their new location has been open for 
about six months to great results. 


At The Village, night time is the best time. This 
is why they are now offering a daily Happy 
Hour, from 9pm to 11pm. It includes $3 beer 
and $5 cocktails. 
Their cocktails are made in-house with a 
unique fusion of Asian flavors, for example, 
the popular purple Ube Mojito, with the flavor 
of traditional Ube, a Japanese dessert; the 
Blue Samurai with ginger flavor; and the re- 
freshing Fruity Blossoms, with a flavor encom- 
passing the Sakura, the famous Japanese 
Cherry Blossoms. You can try all these for only 
$5 each during Happy Hour. 


Fusion is at the core of the unique flavors of 
Bowls Noodle Bar, and this is expressed beau- 
tifully in their traditional Japanese soups. They 
are the only restaurant in Aruba that has 
most of the noodles traditionally used, Udon, 
Ramen, and Rice noodles. Ramen noodles, 
served fresh, are a surprising flavor for those 
who are used to dried ramen noodles. They 
also have Jasmine rice for the rice bowls. 


Their authentic soups are the highlight and 
star. Chef Warren explains that there are four 
main components to the soup: the broth, the 
noodles, tare, and the oil, and these are very 
important for the traditional Japanese soups. 
At Bowls Noodle Bar, they have a wide variety 
of flavors to cater to every taste, like the fa- 
mous Pork Chashu. It comes with fresh ramen 
noodles, and it’s the pride of Bowls Noodle 
Bar. Chef Warren says that the broth for this 
soup takes two to three days to make, and 
is made in-house, with fresh and delicious in- 


gredients. They also cater to vegetarians and 
vegans, with various options on the menu 
like tofu mushroom soup, vegetable gyoza, 
wonton, and fresh kimchi fermented at the 
restaurant. 


The wok concept also allows you to create 
your own unique dish, choosing your base, 
protein, vegetables and sauce. 


Origin 
The founders of Bowls Noodle Bar, Dexter 
Moreno and his partner Lai, opened their 
first location on Curaçao. They traveled to 
Japan to study Japanese Cuisine, and they 
fell in love with Japanese soup. Lai’s parents 
are Chinese, and this is the start of the Asian- 
fusion flavors that are both surprising and 
delectable, combining Japanese, Chinese 
and even some Korean cuisine. Chef Warren 
was trained in these traditional flavors by the 
founders themselves. 


They came to Aruba where Dexter ap- 
proached some ex-colleagues in the industry 
to open a location on the island, and with a 
local team, opened Bowls Noodle Bar Aruba 
with a more extensive menu. 


Opening hours are Monday to Thursday 5pm 
– 11:30pm; Friday and Saturday 5pm – 12pm; 
and Sunday 5pm – 11:30pm. Come visit for 
great atmosphere, delicious flavors, and a 
Happy Hour to remember! 
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Another Treasure of Aruba’s Beaches: Sea Glass! 


NOORD - It is hard to imag- 
ine this happening today, 
but 
years 
ago 
people 
dumped all kinds of refuse 
straight into the ocean, 
including old cars, and 
their household garbage, 
which of course included 
lots of glass. Over the next 
30 
years 
the 
pounding 
waves cleaned the beach, 
by breaking down every- 
thing but glass and pot- 
tery. The pounding waves 
washed the trash up and 
down, back and forth. Tons 
of polished, broken glass 
pieces were created by 
the pounding surf. These 
smoothened, colored glass 
particles then settled along 
the sea shore in millions, 
and that is why you can 
find these beautiful and 
colorful pieces on the north 
shore beaches of Aruba. 


Especially on the strip on 
white sand between the fa- 
mous Natural Bridge” and 
the huge red anchor close 
to “Grapefield” beach you 
will be able to find your own 
pieces of sea glass. The sea 
glass that was created is 
the product of a very long 
and interesting process. It 
can take anywhere from 
10 to 30 years to make sea 
glass. The name for any 
piece of glass that finds its 
way to the ocean and tum- 


bles around in the water 
long enough is “Sea glass. 


The colorful pieces of glass 
are being used for decora- 
tion, handcrafts and jew- 
elry! 
Once glass makes its way 
into the ocean, the glass is 
broken up into shards and is 
tumbled around in the wa- 
ter, where sand and other 
rocks act like sandpaper to 
smooth out its rough edges. 
Sometimes as the sea glass 
is passed through fire, it be- 
comes fire glass, the rarest 
of sea glass with certain 
inclusions, just like precious 
gems. 


For years, the water beat 
against the different kinds 
of trash being dumped. 
Glass, 
household 
appli- 
ances and even motor 
parts were discarded on 
the beach. The waves and 
weather conditions wore 
down the overwhelming 
amount of garbage in the 
water, creating millions of 
beautiful smooth rocks. 


It’s hard to believe the 
short-sighted mistakes we 
were making that could 
have 
potentially 
ruined 
these beautiful beaches. 
But thanks to natural pro- 
cesses, the ocean trans- 
formed the trash into the 
sea glass. 
Each colored gem on the 
beach has its own story. 


The ruby red glass stones 
are typically from old car 
tail-lights. 


Then, the sapphire rocks 
are the remnants of bro- 
ken apothecary bottles. 
The most common and 
the easiest to find are the 
brown 
(Amstel 
& 
Polar 
beer), 
green 
(Heineken 
& Balashi beer) and clear 
glass which are the soft 
much loved “soft drink” 
bottles. 


If you like to see the sea 
glass for yourself, and be 
in awe of the power of na- 
ture, rent a car or jeep and 
go explore our deserted 
beaches on the north side 
of the island. Make it a fun 
family day! 


Even if we didn’t mean to 
pollute the Beaches how 
we did, it is inspiring to see 
just how the earth can cor- 
rect our mistakes. 


Funny, 
how 
trash 
can 
change into treasures! 


Everybody knows that you 
are not allowed to take 
local shells home, but the 
people working at the air- 
port have no problem you 
taking sea glass home. A 


few of those pieces make 
great souvenirs. You can 
place them in a wine glass 
or large bottle for decora- 
tion and every time you 
look at it a smile will light up 
your face thinking back of 
your unforgettable Aruba 
vacation! q 
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Aruba as a cultural destination 
Episode CLXXXVIII -188 


Through Island Insight, Etnia Nativa shares native cultur- 
al awareness, educates, safeguards Aruba’s heritage, 
and encourages readers to experiment with an island 
guardian state of mind. During this episode, we want to 
raise awareness about the importance of guiding our 
visitors to enjoy this tiny destination by learning about 
our customs, traditions, and concerns so that they help 
us preserve “our beloved rock” for future generations. 


The goal of education is to raise awareness about our 
current situation in order to conserve the fragile insular 
ecosystem. As Arubans, we wonder what will happen 
to our natural landscape, geological aspects, tradi- 
tions, history, and cultural way of life that we inherited 
from our Euro-indigenous ancestors, as our island is our 
home, which has slowly been swallowed up by more 
than just exploitation. For all of this, when we see our 
stories told to the rest of the world, we are proud of 
where we were born or live because our culture and 
heritage enrich our community while benefiting our 
economy. 


As pioneers of cultural tourism, we at Etnia Nativa are 
convinced of the need for culture to become a fun- 
damental pillar of tourism, which is why our goal of in- 
fluencing native awareness begins each morning by 
educating participants through an authentically local 
awareness experience. All this happens on a private 
area of 880 m2 and within the confines of a small mu- 
seum/home that houses remote cultural knowledge as 
well as native and imported plants, wild animals, and 
endangered bird species with which visitors can inter- 
act, giving them the opportunity to enjoy an experi- 
ence that will accompany them back home. 


In recent years, it has clearly become a worldwide 
phenomenon that more and more people travel to 
experience new cultures, returning with this trend to 
a practice widely used during medieval times and 
known as “the Grand Tour,” today recognized as a 
pioneer in cultural tourism, which was considered in its 


time an essential part of the education 
of every gentleman. 
Considering this growing trend, Aruba 
should strengthen the cultural, social, 
and economic aspects of tourism in or- 
der to provide more opportunities for vis- 
itors to learn about our diverse lifestyles, 
customs, traditions, festivals, history, ar- 
chitecture, and monuments, as well as 
those who want to eat traditional foods, 
participate in live experiences, and ac- 
quire native hand-made souvenirs. 


As locals, we must encourage our visi- 
tors to participate in artistic activities 
and events and encourage them to 
take back inspiring works by a local art- 
ist, but fundamentally educate them 
and propose that they connect online 
with our cultural native blog “Island- 
Insight,” where they will have relevant 
information and get to know about our 


concerns and so contribute to a sustain- 
able environment. 


Tourism is our main and largest industry, 
while artists and cultural communities 
contribute to the quality of life not only 
in Aruba but throughout the world! 


As a cultural and museum professional, 
Etnia Nativa specializes in the practice 
of providing historical and cultural ex- 
periences to learn about Aruba’s heri- 
tage in a fun and educational way, as 
Aruba has always been a place rich in 
culture and heritage. 


Now if you love Aruba and are intrigued 
by its origins and cultural heritage, we 
encourage you to do something differ- 
ent outside the tourist grid. Become one 
of the exclusive visitors to Etnia Nativa, 
a private residential setting where you 
will be able to touch and be touched 
by authentic Aruba, an assemblage of 
native art, archaic as well as archaeo- 
logical artifacts, lithic tools, colonial fur- 
niture, and other items. Get inside a re- 
cycled environment full of peace and 
relaxation, knowledge, and information. 


Anthony, our acclaimed columnist, lo- 
cal artist, and island expert, has lived at 
Etnia Nativa since 1994, your guide and 
lecturer at this resplendent home. This is 
the only place to recreate and be in- 
troduced to an authentic glimpse into 
Aruba’s native culture. Something com- 
pletely different for a change—a con- 
temporary native experience! 


Appointment is required at +297 592 
2702 or etnianativa03@gmail.comq 
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AUA Airport – Passenger Traffic Review 2022 
Almost full recovery of 2019 traffic numbers reached 


Aruba Airport Authority N.V. (AAA) 
is happy to report the AUA Airport’s 
passenger 
traffic 
performance 
for the year 2022; passenger flow 
numbers increased considerably 
in the last three quarters of the year 
showing excellent recovery rates 
versus the same period in 2019. 


The total amount of revenue gen- 
erating 
passengers 
(departing 
passengers) handled in 2022 was 
recorded at 1,207,587 which rep- 
resents a recovery of 95% versus 
2019. The departing passenger 
number in 2022 increased with 38% 
when comparing this to 2021. 


Recovery per quarter in 2022 
For each quarter in 2022 the pas- 
senger traffic numbers per market 
performed as follows: 


During the first quarter of 2022, 77% 
of departing passengers were re- 
covered versus the year 2019. The 
remaining quarters of 2022 showed 


a recovery versus the same period 
in 2019 of respectively 101%, 102% 
and 103%. 


Diversifying the US and NON-US 
markets further in 2022 
Whilst the US Market represented a 
total of 81% of the total departing 
passengers in 2021, this decreased 
to 75% at the end of 2022. This is in 
line with the strategy set forth by 
AUA airport to diversify the markets 
served from and to AUA airport as 
much as possible. This resulted in 
an increase in the market share 
of the NON-US Market from 19% in 
2021 to 25% in 2022. 


New routes and additional fre- 
quencies 2022 
In the year 2022 several airlines ei- 
ther started new operations to AUA 
Airport or amped up their frequen- 
cies. Airlines like Jet Air Caribbean 
and Arajet commenced opera- 
tions with direct service out of Cu- 
racao and Santo Domingo with 


twice weekly service. Southwest 
started their new route with direct 
operations out of Orlando in the 
USA and Wingo commenced its 
successful operations out of Medel- 
lin Colombia and added frequen- 
cies to and from Bogota in Colom- 
bia. Sunclass Airlines restarted their 
operations out of Stockholm, and 
Air Canada restarted their opera- 
tions out of Toronto Canada. 


Flight departure and load factors 
2022 
The total amount of aircraft move- 
ments for 2022 stands at 11,597 
which is 22% more than the amount 
of flight departures reported in 
2021 and a recovery of 87% versus 
the number of movements in 2019 
for departing flights. An average 
load factor of 85% was reported in 
2019 and for 2022 an average load 
factor of 83% was reached. 


Outlook 2023 
For the year 2023 the AUA airport is 


expecting to receive approximate- 
ly 13% more compared to 2022. The 
NON-US market share is expected 
to increase further in the year 2023 
with new airlift opportunities be- 
ing explored from those markets. A 
new route out of Europe with British 
Airways will be launched in March 
of 2023 and more new opportuni- 
ties are being explored and de- 
veloped stemming from the Latin 
American market. AUA Airport is 
confident that the year 2023 will 
be another successful year for the 
number of passengers and aircraft 
movements that will be handled. 
About AUA Airport 
AUA Airport is one of the busiest air- 
ports in the Caribbean region, with 
24 different airlines operating into 
Aruba contributing to processing 
over 2.4 million passengers per year 
and providing air service to 26 des- 
tinations worldwide. AUA Airport is 
operationally solid where over 95% 
of all visitors are leisure guests: 77% 
from the United States & Canada, 
10% from Latin America, 8% from 
Europe, and 4% from Dutch Ca- 
ribbean, year to date, December 
2022. AUA Airport attributes this 
to the island’s stable economic 
and political climate, hospitable 
and multilingual population, and 
safe environment. AUA Airport un- 
dergoes continuous upgrades to 
maintain its position as one of the 
region’s most innovative airports. 


Learn more about what’s happen- 
ing at AUA Airport by visiting www. 
airportaruba.com and connect 
with AUA Airport on Twitter.com/ 
Aruba_Airport, 
Facebook.com/ 
ArubaAirport, 
Instagram.com/ 
arubaairport/ and Linkedin.com/ 
ArubaAirport.q 
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Divi Village Golf 
eagle Beach 
studio WK #6 room#4226 
23 weeks remain $8K 
Call :0 11-297-6301307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


www.halleytimetravelaruba.online 


Divi Village 
studio WK #1 room #8201 
19 weeks remain $8K 
studio WK #4 room #8203 
31 weeks remain $8K 
Call :0 11-297-6301307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


www.halleytimetravelaruba.online 


Divi Village 
eagle Beach 
studio WK #7 and 8 room #3405 
12/14 weeks remain on the 
contract 
Price :8K each 
Call :0 11-297-6301307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


www.halleytimetravelaruba.online 


Divi Village 
eagle Beach 
studio WK #9 room#3307 $8K 
14 weeks remain on the contract 
studio WK #10 room #3203 $8K 
10 weeks remain on the contract 
Call :0 11-297-6301307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


www.halleytimetravelaruba.online 


Dutch Village 
eagle Beach 
studio WK #4 room #129 
22 weeks remain 
non mandatory 
expire :2028 
Price :$7K 
Call :0 11-297-6301307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


www.halleytimetravelaruba.online 


Dutch Village 
eagle Beach 
1 Br WK #8 room #14 
6 full accelearted 6K 
studio WK#8 room#33 
21 weeks remain $8K 
Call :0 11-297-6301307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


www.halleytimetravelaruba.online 


Renaissance Ocean Suites 
Private islands 
1 Br WK 51 and 52 
room #2314 
Garden view 
Price :$12K each 
Call :0 11-297-6301307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


www.halleytimetravelaruba.online 


Condo for sale 
Bubali noord 
2 Br 2bath town house 
5 min drive to eagle beach 
Price :$275K 
Call :0 11-297-6301307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 
www.halleytimetravelaruba. 
online 


Great invest opportunity 
Bubali noord 
10 min walk to eagle Beach 
3 Br,, 1 bath, 2 Br 1 Bath, 
studio, 2 Br 2 Bath 
all 4 properties for $550K 
Call :0 11-297-6301307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


www.halleytimetravelaruba.online 


By KELVIN CHAN 
AP Business Writer 
LONDON (AP) — TikTok’s 
CEO met Tuesday with Euro- 
pean Union officials about 
strict new digital regulations 
in the 27-nation bloc as the 
Chinese-owned social me- 
dia app faces growing scru- 
tiny from Western authorities 
over data privacy, cyberse- 
curity and misinformation. In 
meetings in Brussels, Shou Zi 
Chew and four officials from 
the EU’s executive Commis- 
sion 
discussed 
concerns 
ranging from child safety to 
investigations into user data 
flowing to China, according 
to European readouts from 
two of the meetings and 
tweets from a third. 
TikTok is wildly popular with 
young people but its Chi- 
nese ownership has raised 
fears that Beijing could use 
it to scoop up user data or 
push pro-China narratives 
or misinformation. q 


TikTok boss 
meets 
European 
officials as 
scrutiny 
intensifies 
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Aruba Divi Phoenix 
Palm Beach 
1 Br WK # 52 room #401 
26 weeks remain 
Price :$10,750 
Call:011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


www.halleytimetravelaruba.online 


Aruba Divi Phoenix 
Palm beach 
1 Br WK # 52 room # 953 
1 Br WK # 01 room # 564 
With 35 weeks remain on each 
Price :$56 K both weeks 
Call :011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


www.halleytimetravelaruba.online 


Aruba Divi Phoenix 
Palm Beach 
1 Br WK # 8,9,10 room # 931 
studio WK # 8,9 room # 932 
32 weeks remain on each 
Price : studio $ 10 K 
Price : 1 Br $ 15 K 
Call:011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


www.halleytimetravelaruba.online 


Aruba Divi Phoenix 
Palm Beach 
1 Br WK # 13 room # 763 
26 weeks remain 
Price :$ 15 K 
Call:011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


www.halleytimetravelaruba.online 


Barcelo Resort 
Palm Beach 
3 Bedroom 3 Bath 
Week 6 and 7 Penthouse 
all inclusive package meal and 
drinks 
Price :$ 80 K 
Call:011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


www.halleytimetravelaruba.online 


Ambassador suites 
eagle Beach 
1Br WK #52 room # 1235 
Pool /ocean view 
Price :$11K 
Call :0 11-297-6301307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


www.halleytimetravelaruba.online 


La Quinta Beach Resort 
eagle Beach 
2 Br WK #9 room #212 
Ocean view 
Price :$12K 
Call :0 11-297-6301307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


www.halleytimetravelaruba.online 


Divi Village golf 
eagle Beach 
1 Br WK 50, 51,52,01 
room #2357 Birdie 10 
32/23/23/27 weeks remain 
Price :$12 K each week 
Call :0 11-297-6301307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


www.halleytimetravelaruba.online 


Divi Village Golf 
eagle Beach 
1 Br WK 51 and 52 
room # 2257 Birdie 10 
21 weeks remain on the contract 
Price :$12K each 
Call :0 11-297-6301307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


www.halleytimetravelaruba.online 


Divi Village Golf 
eagle Beach 
1 Br WK 51 and 52 
room # 2360 Birdie 10 
30/21 weeks remain on the 
contract 
Price :$12K each 
Call :0 11-297-6301307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


www.halleytimetravelaruba.online 


Divi Village Golf 
eagle Beach 
1 Br WK 50,51,52,01 
room # 2258 Birdie 10 
24 weeks remain on each 
contract 
Price :$12 K each 
Call :0 11-297-6301307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


www.halleytimetravelaruba.online 


Divi Village Golf 
eagle Beach 
1 Br WK 1,2,3 
room # 2308 Birdie 2 
24 weeks remain on the contract 
Price :$9K each 
Call :0 11-297-6301307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Www.halleytimetravelaruba.online 


Divi Village Golf 
eagle Beach 
studio WK 1,2,3 
room #2309 
24 weeks remain on the contract 
Price :$8K each 
Call :0 11-297-6301307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


www.halleytimetravelaruba.online 


Divi Village Golf 
eagle Beach 
1 Br WK 2 room #4102 
eagle 1 $9K 
studio WK #3 room #4205 
eagle 3 $8K 
21 weeks remain on each week 
Call :0 11-297-6301307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


www.halleytimetravelaruba.online 


Divi Village Golf 
eagle Beach 
studio WK 4 room #2349 
25 weeks remain on the contract 
Price :$ 9K 
Call :0 11-297-6301307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


www.halleytimetravelaruba.online 


San Nicolas 


Police 
100 
Oranjestad 
527 3140 
Noord 
527 3200 
Sta. Cruz 
527 2900 
San Nicolas 
584 5000 
Police Tipline 
11141 
Ambulancia 
911 
Fire Dept. 
115 
Red Cross 
582 2219 


Women in Difficulties 
PHARMACY ON DUTY 


TAXI SERVICES 
Taxi Tas 
587 5900 
Prof. Taxi 
588 0035 
Taxi D.T.S. 
587 2300 
Taxi Serv. Aruba 583 3232 
A1 Taxi Serv. 
280 2828 


Aruba Airport 
524 2424 
American Airlines 582 2700 
Avianca 
588 0059 
Jet Blue 
588 2244 
Surinam 
582 7896 


FAVI- Visually Impaired 
Tel. 582 5051 


Alcoholics Anonymous 
Tel. 736 2952 


Quota Club Tel. 525 2672 


Centre for Diabetes 
Tel. 524 8888 


Narcotics Anonymous 
Tel. 583 8989 


Fundacion Contra Violencia 
Relacional Tel. 583 5400 


DOCTOR ON DUTY 


Oranjestad 


Women in Difficulties 
OTHER 
Dental Clinic 587 9850 
Blood Bank Aruba 587 0002 
Urgent Care 586 0448 
Walk-In Doctor’s Clinic 
+297 588 0539 
Women in Difficulties 
EMERGENCY 


Women in Difficulties 
TRAVEL INFO 


Women in Difficulties 
AID FOUNDATIONS 


Child Abuse Prevention 
Tel. 582 4433 


Women in Difficulties 
General Info 


Phone Directory Tel. 118 


Oranjestad: 
Oduber Tel. 582 1780 
San Nicolas: 
Centro Medico Tel. 584 5794 


Hospital 7:00 pm / 10:00pm 
Tel. 527 4000 


Imsan 24 hours 
Tel.524 8833 


facebook.com/arubatoday/ 


HEALTH 


Casa Del Mar 2BR/2B: 
Week 2/unit 1113 (18k); 
Week 5/unit 1315 (20k); 
Week 8/unit 1113 (19k); 
Week 8/unit 1409 (19k); 
Week 10/unit 1207 (17k); 
Week 13/unit 1509 (14k); 
Week 14/unit 1308 (14k); and, 
Week 15/unit 1217 (10k). 
CdMOwner@gmail.com 
us(Call/Text): (860)992-3890 


_______________________________216163 


Renaissance Ocean suites 
Private islands 
1 Br WK #2 room #2340 
Harbor view 
Price :$9K 
Call :0 11-297-6301307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


www.halleytimetravelaruba.online 


HTTA 
Time - share resale 
are you interested in sell your 
Timeshare in aruba 
Contacts the expert 37 years 
Of doing Honest business on 
the Islands 
Call :0 11-297-6301307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


www.halleytimetravelaruba.online 


House for sale 
Palm Beach 
3Br 2 Bath with one appartment 
5 min walk to the beach 
Price :$550K 
Call :0 11-297-6301307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


www.halleytimetravelaruba.online 


Condo For Sale 
Westpunt 
Tierra del sol 
3 Br 2 1/2 bath ocean view 
Fully furnished with garage 
Price :$550K 
Call :0 11-297-6301307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


www.halleytimetravelaruba.online 
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By JAKE COYLE 
AP Film Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — The prize 
for best film of the year at 
the National Board of Re- 
view Awards went to “Top 
Gun: Maverick.” Martin Mc- 
Donagh’s “The Banshees of 
Inisherin” took home the 
most trophies. But the night 
belonged to its best-direc- 
tor honoree, Steven Spiel- 
berg, and the parade of 
tributes paid to the 76-year- 
old filmmaker. 
So effusive was the praise 
for Spielberg that Colin Far- 
rell, there to accept the 
award for best actor for his 
performance in “The Ban- 
shees of Inisherin,” said the 
experience of first watch- 
ing “E.T.” was the most eu- 
phoric of his life, ranking it 
even above the births of his 
two children. 
“I’m glad this isn’t tele- 
vised,” said Farrell. 
Despite the lack of a 
broadcast from Cipriani’s 
42 Street in midtown Man- 
hattan, the National Board 
of Review Awards have 
long been a regular and 
starry stop in Hollywood’s 
awards season. This year’s 
ceremony, hosted Sunday 
for the seventh time by Wil- 
lie Geist, came right in the 
thick of a battery of big 
dates on the Oscar calen- 
dar. The Golden Globes 
are Tuesday, the Screen 
Actor Guild nominations 
are Wednesday and voting 
for the Academy Awards 
starts Thursday. 
That meant that the NBR 
Awards, put on by a long- 
running group of film en- 
thusiasts, was a chance 
to stoke buzz and polish 
acceptance 
speeches. 
The National Board of Re- 
view makes it easier, too, 
by 
announcing 
winners 
in advance and pairing 
each with a lavish introduc- 
tion from a collaborator or 
friend. Spielberg, who won 
best director for his movie- 
memoir “The Fabelmans,” 
was introduced by “West 
Side 
Story” 
star 
Ariana 
DeBose. 
DeBose 
recalled 
being 
in a nail salon when “Ste- 
ven (expletive) Spielberg” 
called to ask if she would 
join the cast. 
“What I remember most 
about that moment, aside 


from the experience of 
realizing that blood was 
rushing to my head and 
to my feet simultaneously, 
was thinking: Wow, what 
a gentlemanly, respectful, 
generous call that that was 
to make,” DeBose said. “To 
ask someone to join you in 
an adventure.” 
Gabriel LaBelle, who plays 
a fictionalized version of 
young Spielberg in “The 
Fabelmans” and was hon- 
ored 
for 
breakthrough 
performance along with 
Danielle Deadwyler of “Till,” 
similarly described the life- 
changing nature of a call 
from Spielberg. 
“I feel like I’m in debt, like 
I owe you, like I owe you 
my first born child or some- 
thing,” LaBelle said, still in 
apparent disbelief at his 
turn of fate. 
“I don’t know how I’ll ever 
pay you back.” 
When Spielberg took the 
stage, the crowd rose in a 
standing ovation. 
“My whole career in all 
the films I’ve directed my 
job, as I have seen it is as 
the accompanist and the 
conductor to whoever or 
whatever should be the 
center of your attention,” 


he said. “But when it came 
time for me to sit down with 
Tony Kushner to explore the 
possibilities of a story that 
became ‘The Fabelmans,’ 
I realized for the first time 
that I couldn’t take cover 
behind a mothership or a 
T-Rex or a big mechanical 
shark that never worked.” 
Much has been made 
about 
“The 
Fabelmans” 
being Spielberg’s most per- 
sonal film, a classification 
he didn’t dispute. Though 
he noted that every movie, 
in any genre, can be per- 
sonal to a director, Spiel- 
berg said making his latest 
“was like moving back in 
with my parents and my sis- 
ters.” 
“You say you can’t go 
home again? Oh, no. That’s 
wrong. You can go home 
again,” he said. 
Though Spielberg is re- 
nowned as a hit-maker, 
“The Fabelmans” has strug- 
gled to ignite at the box 
office with just $15.1 million 
worldwide, sapping some 
of its Oscar momentum. 
Meanwhile, 
the 
awards 
hopes for a pair of theatri- 
cal successes “Top Gun: 
Maverick” and “Everything 
Everywhere All at Once” 


have risen. “Top Gun” star 
Tom Cruise didn’t attend 
Sunday, but producer Jerry 
Bruckheimer 
applauded 
him while accepting for 
best film. 
“Simply put: He’s a force of 
nature,” Bruckheimer said. 
“A man with one goal: to 
entertain audiences.” 
After being introduced by 
her “Crazy Rich Asians” 
co-star 
Awkwafina, 
“Ev- 
erything Everywhere All at 
Once” star Michelle Yeoh 
accepted the award for 
best actress. The Malay- 
sian-born Yeoh noted she 
was the first Asian to win 
the award in nearly five 
decades, something that 
caused her to reflect on her 
journey from Hong Kong to 
Hollywood. 
“One day Hollywood did 
come calling. It was an ab- 
solute dream come true. 
We all wanted to go to Hol- 
lywood — until I got there,” 
Yeoh said. “Suddenly, I was 
a minority. I mean, how 
did that happen? There 
are more of me than you! 
I was typecast. I didn’t 
see faces like mine on the 
screen. I met with people 
who didn’t know where Ko- 
rea and China and Japan 


were.” 
Best 
supporting 
actress 
went to Janelle Monáe 
for the whodunit sequel 
“Glass Onion: A Knives Out 
Mystery.” Her introduction 
came from Benoit Blanc, 
himself: Daniel Craig. “Are 
you kidding me?” Monáe 
exclaimed. “You guys got 
(expletive) James Bond?” 
“When Janelle floats, when 
she glides into a room, 
the chemicals in the air 
change,” Craig said of 
his “Glass Onion” co-star. 
“When I had the privilege 
of working with her, every 
day she lifted me up.” 
Brendan Gleeson, who stars 
opposite Farrell in “The Ban- 
shees of Inisherin,” wasn’t 
there to accept his award 
for best supporting actor, 
though Farrell read a letter 
from him. 
Gleeson 
remarked 
on 
the success of Martin Mc- 
Donagh’s movie: “Happy 
days for a sad film.” 
McDonagh was also hon- 
ored with the award for 
best original screenplay. 
Oscar Isaac, who stars in 
the playwright’s next film, 
introduced McDonagh by 
recalling his first meeting 
with him at a London pub, 
an encounter that ended 
in the two sharing mush- 
rooms. Once he reached 
the 
stage, 
McDonagh 
thanked Isaac “for reveal- 
ing only one of my drug 
preferences.” 
McDonagh then made one 
of the night’s most pointed 
remarks, 
applauding 
his 
film’s distributor, Searchlight 
Pictures, for giving him no 
notes on the screenplay: 
“Which is probably why I’m 
up here tonight.”q 


Best director honoree Steven Spielberg, left, and best actress honoree Michelle Yeoh attend the 
National Board of Review Awards Gala at Cipriani 42nd Street on Sunday, Jan. 8, 2023, in New 
York. 


Associated Press 


Spielberg, ‘Top Gun’ feted by National Board of Review 
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By RONALD BLUM 
AP Baseball Writer 
Carlos 
Correa 
reversed 
course for a second time, 
agreeing Tuesday to a 
$200 million, six-year con- 
tract that keeps him with 
the Minnesota Twins after 
failing to complete deals 
with the New York Mets 
and San Francisco Giants, 
a person familiar with the 
negotiations told The Asso- 
ciated Press. 
The agreement for the All- 
Star shortstop could be 
worth $270 million over 10 
seasons if Correa remains 
healthy. The contract is sub- 
ject to a successful physi- 
cal, the person said, speak- 
ing to the AP on condition 
of anonymity because the 
agreement was not an- 
nounced. Correa was in 
the Minneapolis area on 
Tuesday for the physical, 
the person said. 
Correa agreed Dec. 13 to 
a $350 million, 13-year con- 
tract with the Giants, who 
scheduled a news con- 
ference a week later to 
announce the deal, then 
called off the announce- 
ment hours before it was 
set to begin over concerns 
with a right ankle injury Cor- 
rea sustained in 2014. 
Correa agreed that night 
to a $315 million, 12-year 
deal with the Mets, who 
also had concerns about 
the ankle after a Dec. 22 
physical and held off final- 
izing the agreement while 


attempting to negotiate 
protections. 
His Twins agreement calls 
for an $8 million signing 
bonus, half payable next 
month and half in February 
2024, and salaries of $32 
million in each of the first 
two seasons, $36 million in 
2025, $31.5 million in 2026, 
$30.5 million in 2027 and 
$30 million in 2028. 
Minnesota’s deal includes 
options for $25 million in 
2029, $20 million in 2030, 
$15 million in 2031 and $10 
million in 2032, each be- 
coming guaranteed if Cor- 
rea has 502 or more plate 


appearances in the previ- 
ous season. The deal could 
be worth $225 million over 
seven seasons, $245 million 
over eight years and $260 
million over nine seasons. 
Correa’s options also could 
be triggered by a top-five 
finish in MVP voting, a Silver 
Slugger award or World Se- 
ries or League Champion- 
ship Series MVP. 
After the physical, the Mets 
were willing to guarantee 
$157.5 million over six sea- 
sons, the person said. 
While 
the 
guaranteed 
money kept decreasing 
in each successive agree- 


ment, the average annual 
value increased from $26.9 
million with San Francisco 
to $33.3 million with Minne- 
sota. New York’s deal origi- 
nally would have guaran- 
teed $210 million in the first 
eight seasons. 
Correa left Houston and 
joined the Twins last off- 
season for a $105.3 million, 
three-year deal that in- 
cluded opt-outs after each 
season. He pulled out of 
the deal after making $35.1 
million in 2022 to chase a 
longer-term contract. 
Correa’s agent, Scott Bo- 
ras, maintained last month 


the player’s 2014 surgery to 
repair a broken right tibia 
should not have been an is- 
sue. Dr. Kevin Varner, chair- 
man of the Department of 
Orthopedics 
at 
Houston 
Methodist Hospital, oper- 
ated on Correa. 
Correa, the first overall pick 
in the 2012 amateur draft 
and the 2015 AL Rookie of 
the Year with Houston, has 
a .279 batting average 
with 155 homers and 553 
RBIs in eight major league 
seasons. He also has been 
a stellar postseason per- 
former, with 18 homers and 
59 RBIs in 79 games. 
The two-time All-Star and 
2021 Gold Glove winner 
raved about his time with 
Minnesota and how much 
he and his family enjoyed 
the community, maintain- 
ing all along the Twins were 
in the mix even with the big- 
ger spenders pursuing him 
in a particularly lucrative 
offseason 
for 
shortstops. 
Xander Boegarts, Trea Turn- 
er and Dansby Swanson all 
struck it rich, too. 
Minnesota made no secret 
of a strong desire to offer a 
contract like no other in the 
history of the midmarket 
franchise, with a $184 mil- 
lion, eight-year deal to ex- 
tend catcher Joe Mauer in 
2010 the previous record for 
amount and length. Twins 
players who were close to 
Correa kept in touch with 
the native of Puerto Rico, 
lobbying him to return. q 


ADELAIDE, Australia (AP) — 
American Amanda Anisi- 
mova made the best of her 
lucky loser ticket by beat- 
ing Russian Liudmila Sam- 
sonova 7-5, 6-3 on Tuesday 
in the first round of the Ade- 
laide International to claim 
her first win in the main 
draw of a WTA tournament 
since August. 
Anisimova 
reached 
the 
quarterfinals at Wimbledon 
last year and is a former 
French Open semifinalist, 
ranked No. 29. 
But she had to make her 
way 
through 
qualifying 
and a lucky loser second 
chance to reach the sec- 
ond round of the Adelaide 


tournament. 
The 21-year-old won only 
three games before los- 
ing to fourth-seeded Ve- 
ronika Kudermetova in the 
first round at Adelaide last 
week, meaning she had to 
qualify for the main draw 
this week. 
On Tuesday She took ad- 
vantage of Samsonova’s 
shaky serve who had seven 
double faults she was bro- 
ken five times to advance 
to the second round where 
she will face Beatriz Had- 
dad Maia. 
On the men’s side, Ameri- 
can 
Tommy 
Paul 
beat 
Australian 
Christopher 
O’Connell 6-4, 7-5 in Paul’s 


first match of the year. Paul 
reached the quarterfinals 
of both Adelaide tourna- 
ments last year. 
“First match of the season 
is always a little tough and 
everyone has nerves going 
into the first match,” Paul 
said. “So I was happy to go 
out and play the way that 
I did. I didn’t really do too 
much wrong and I served 
well.” 
Barbora 
Krejcikova 
car- 
ried over her strong finish to 
2022 by beating last year’s 
finalist Alison Riske-Amritraj 
6-2, 7-6 (3). Krejcikova won 
two titles and nine of her 
last 10 singles matches in 
2022.q 


Minnesota Twins’ Carlos Correa reacts while batting during the first inning of a baseball game 
against the Chicago White Sox, Thursday, Sept. 29, 2022, in Minneapolis. 


Associated Press 


AP source: Correa reaches $200M, 6-year deal with Twins 


Aryna Sabalenka of Belarus gestures as she was posing for a 
photo after she defeated Linda Noskova of the Czech Republic 
in the women’s final at the Adelaide International tennis 
tournament in Adelaide, Australia, Sunday, Jan. 8, 2023. 


Associated Press 


Lucky loser Amanda Anisimova wins 1st round in Adelaide 
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By NOAH TRISTER 
AP Sports Writer 
Giannis 
Antetokounmpo 
set a career high with 55 
points last Tuesday in Mil- 
waukee’s 
victory 
over 
Washington and it wasn’t 
even the week’s top scor- 
ing performance in the 
NBA’s Central Division. 
That belonged to Cleve- 
land’s Donovan Mitchell, 
with a staggering 71 the 
previous night. 
The NBA these past few 
weeks has featured an al- 
most nightly display of one- 
upmanship 
among 
the 
game’s greatest scorers. 
Whether it was Mitchell’s 
extraordinary effort for the 
Cavaliers or Dallas’ Luka 
Doncic reaching 50 points 
three times in a nine-day 
span, everywhere you turn, 
it seems like another player 
is putting up a huge total. 
“I think there are a lot of 
layers to it. 
You just see night after night, 
guys are having enormous 
offensive games,” Wizards 
coach Wes Unseld Jr. said. 
“It’s fun to watch as a fan, 
of course. Frustrating when 
you’re trying to game plan 
to stop some of these guys 
because they’re scoring at 
all levels the paint, the 3s, 
getting to the line.” 
Ten different players have 
already scored 50 points 
in a game this season: An- 
tetokounmpo, 
Mitchell, 
Doncic, Joel Embiid, Devin 
Booker, Anthony Davis, Klay 
Thompson, Pascal Siakam, 
Darius Garland and Ste- 
phen Curry. 


Before 2016-17, no more 
than eight different players 
had ever had a 50-point 
game in one season, ac- 
cording 
to 
Sportradar. 
Since then, at least 10 have 
done it every season, in- 
cluding a record 14 in 2021- 
22. 
Some of this is to be expect- 
ed in what has become a 
very high-scoring era. NBA 
teams 
were 
averaging 
113.8 points per game en- 
tering Monday night, which 
if it continues would be the 
highest mark for the league 
since 1969-70. 
But the overall scoring en- 
vironment tells only part of 
the story. 
In that 1969-70 season, 
teams 
averaged 
116.7 


points, but only two play- 
ers had a 50-point game. In 
1984-85, the highest-scoring 
season of the 1980s, teams 
averaged 110.8 points. 
But only five players Ber- 
nard King, Larry Bird, Purvis 
Short, Kevin McHale and 
Moses Malone produced a 
50-point game that season. 
So what’s happening late- 
ly is not just higher scor- 
ing league-wide. The top 
players are also producing 
huge games with remark- 
able frequency. Expansion 
may play a role. The num- 
ber of teams is 30% higher 
than it was in 1985. More 
teams means more games, 
so it makes sense that there 
are more examples of a 
player scoring 50. 


But the sport has changed 
in other ways, too. 
“Guys 
come 
into 
this 
league, and the most im- 
pressive thing is the skill set 
the handle and the shoot- 
ing,” Golden State coach 
Steve Kerr said. 
“What’s lacking, I think, is 
the foundation, the institu- 
tional knowledge that play- 
ers used to have when they 
came into the league af- 
ter a few years of college. 
Sometimes 
the 
defense 
isn’t great. Transition de- 
fense is at an all-time low in 
this league.” 
Nowadays, basically every 
top scorer has some de- 
gree of proficiency from 
3-point 
range, 
whereas 
back in the ‘80s, some stars 


largely ignored the shot 
and nobody attempted all 
that many. 
“Guys are taking 15 or 16 
3s in some games,” Los 
Angeles Clippers coach 
Tyronn Lue said. “Teams 
are encouraging guys to 
take those shots, and if you 
take so many shots, and 
if you get hot and make 
some, you can score a lot 
of points.” 
So current players have a 
variety of ways they can 
accumulate points in a 
hurry, and the 3-point shot 
affects the game even be- 
yond that. With so many 
players capable of making 
open 3s, teams can space 
the floor in a way that pun- 
ishes defenses for double 
teams. 
“You have to pick and 
choose the guys you try 
and double team and get 
the ball out of their hands 
because they are not great 
passers, but there are some 
guys who can score, but 
can also pick you apart 
with their passing,” Lue 
said. “So, when you have 
guys like that, you want to 
let those guys try and get 
theirs and take everyone 
else out, but sometimes 
it can backfire on you as 
well.” 
When King scored 60 points 
on Christmas in 1984, he 
didn’t attempt a single 3. 
Even this year, Antetok- 
ounmpo didn’t make any 
when he scored 55. But 
Mitchell attempted 15 and 
made seven in his 71-point 
game. q 


Cleveland Cavaliers guard Donovan Mitchell (45) shoots against Chicago Bulls center Nikola 
Vucevic (9) during the second half of an NBA basketball game, Monday, Jan. 2, 2023, in Cleveland. 
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Analysis: 3-point shooting leads to more NBA scoring binges 


By ERIC WILLEMSEN 
Associated Press 
FLACHAU, Austria (AP) — 
American 
skier 
Mikaela 
Shiffrin finished second to 
Olympic champion Petra 
Vlhova in a night slalom 
race 
Tuesday, 
meaning 
she will have to wait for an- 
other chance to break the 
record for most wins on the 
women’s World Cup cir- 
cuit. 
Shiffrin matched Lindsey 
Vonn’s record of 82 race 


victories by winning a giant 
slalom in Kranjska Gora, 
Slovenia, on Sunday, but 
wasn’t able to produce an- 
other win in her best disci- 
pline, slalom, to move past 
her former teammate. 
Vlhova had the fastest time 
in the first run and then ex- 
tended her lead over Shif- 
frin for her first win this sea- 
son. The Slovakian skier fin- 
ished 0.43 seconds ahead 
of Shiffrin, while Lena Duerr 
of Germany finished 0.85 


back in third. 
Shiffrin’s 
next 
chance 
to break the record will 
come in a super-G in Cor- 
tina d’Ampezzo, Italy, in 10 
days. She plans to sit out 
speed races in St. Anton 
this weekend. 
Vonn broke the previous 
record, Annemarie Moser- 
Pröll’s mark of 62 wins, in 
Cortina eight years ago. 
Vonn retired four years ago 
when injuries cut her career 
short.q 


United States’ Mikaela Shiffrin looks at the scoreboard after 
completing an alpine ski, women’s World Cup slalom in 
Flachau, Austria, Tuesday, Jan.10, 2023. 
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Record on hold as Shiffrin finishes 2nd 
in night slalom 


